
                                   So What is the Meaning of Faith, Anyway?
                                                                    by Lora Skeahan

Perhaps one of the most popular and well-known verses in Christianity concerning Faith can be 
found in the book of Hebrews chapter 11.  Hebrews 11:1 " Now faith is the essence of things being 
hoped, the evidence of things not having been seen." Does this sound vague or abstract to anyone 
but me? Is Faith invisible, without form, without evidence? Sounds as if Faith resides inside of 
people, and only the person who has it, knows about it, or how much or how little they have.
Having been in Protestant Churches of all denominations at one time or another for over 30 
years, I was taught that very definition of Faith. Faith was something inside oneself concerning 
someone or something. Faith was a belief or hope, an emotion if you will. When a member of the 
church family was struggling in some way in their life, they were told simply to 'have faith.'
Have Faith? 
I would like to introduce a new thought (well actually bring back an older and more accurate 
one), and that is not to have Faith so much as to do Faith. Sounds funny at first, but let us take a 
look at what has happened to this word through the years and through translation. 

The King James Version (of Faith)
Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

The word translated as Faith here is a Greek word "pistis"  (4102)  This is a Greek translation a 
word that we are taught and told means faith. But truly from the word origin is the word peitho 
(3982). Peitho means to persuade, to induce one with words to believe. to make friends of, to win 
one's favor. Other definitions in NET is "I am convinced, confident.
1) conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the New Testament: of a conviction or belief 
respecting man's relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust 
and holy fervour born of faith and joined with it 1a) relating to God 1a1) the conviction that God 
exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation 
through Christ 1b) relating to Christ 1b1) a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is
the Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God 1c) the religious 
beliefs of Christians 1d) belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence) whether in God 
or in Christ, springing from faith in the same 2) fidelity, faithfulness

I bolded the font of some of the words purposefully so that you can see that in the Greek 
translation/language, faith is used as a word that serves more as a meaning of a belief or idea.

In my study and preparation for this article, I was surprised to find out that the Aramaic is not 
too much different from the Greek. This leads me to consider that some of our Aramaic 



translations are also missing a very important concept on the meaning of Faith. Here is the 
Aramaic:

Aramaic Version
Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the persuasion of the things that are in hope as if they were in act, and 
(it is) the manifesting of the things not seen."
44 HAYMANOOTHA (Aramaic). “Faithfulness.”
Haimanutha is the Aramaic word used for Biblical Faith. There is very strong evidence in most of 
the Aramaic writings and translations that this word Faith is used also as belief.
Aramaic English New Testament by Roth

The Scriptures 1998 Institute for Scriptural Research, in my opinion, gets this concept right.
Please read Hebrews 11:1 as follows:
"And belief is the substance of what is expected, the proof of what is not seen."

Here is an interesting definition of the word faith from a popular Bible Commentary. Notice the 
passivity of the definition. It puts faith in the mind as an idea.
Faith — Easton
Faith is in general the persuasion of the mind that a certain statement is true 
(Php_1:27; 2Th_2:13). Its primary idea is trust. A thing is true, and therefore worthy of trust. It 
admits of many degrees up to full assurance of faith, in accordance with the evidence on which it 
rests.  

Again, isn't this belief?

Now let us explore the Hebrew meaning of the word 'Faith" After all, our Creator spoke Hebrew 
to us at Mt Sinai, our Savior and Redeemer was Hebrew, and the TaNaK is written in Hebrew. 
The 12 apostles were Hebrew, yes even Paul.

The Hebrew word for faith is emunah. Many Hebrew words come from a root word and emunah 
comes from the root aman.

H539 — BDB
···
'a·man
BDB Definition:
1) to support, confirm, be faithful
1a) (Qal)
1a1) to support, confirm, be faithful, uphold, nourish



1a1a) foster-father (substantive)
1a1b) foster-mother, nurse 1a1c) pillars, supporters of the door 1b) (Niphal)
1b1) to be established, be faithful, be carried, make firm 1b1a) to be carried by a nurse
1b1b) made firm, sure, lasting 1b1c) confirmed, established, sure 1b1d) verified, confirmed
1b1e) reliable, faithful, trusty 1c) (Hiphil) 1c1) to stand firm, to trust, to be certain, to believe in
1c1a) stand firm 1c1b) trust, believe

Part of Speech: verb    Aman, the Hebrew origin of the word we use as Faith, is a verb!

A Related Word by BDB/Strong's Number: a primitive root
Same Word by TWOT Number: 116
H539 — Strong
'a·man
aw-man'
A primitive root; properly to build up or support; to foster as a parent or nurse; figuratively 
to render (orbe) firm or faithful.

The Hebrew root aman means firm, something that is supported or secure. This 
word is used in Isaiah 22:23 for a nail that is fastened to a "secure" place. Derived 
from this root is the word emun meaning a craftsman. A craftsman is one who is 
firm and secure in his talent. Also derived from aman is the word emunah meaning 
firmness, something or someone that is firm in their actions. When the Hebrew 
word emunah is translated as faith misconceptions of its meaning occur. Faith is 
usually perceived as a knowing while the Hebrew emunah is a firm action. To have 
faith in God is not knowing that God exists or knowing that he will act, rather it is 
that the one with emunah (Faith) will act with firmness toward God's will.  
From Ancient Hebrew Research Center by Jeff A. Benner

What does it mean to have "faith" from an Hebraic perspective? In our western minds faith is a 
mental exercise in knowing that someone or something exists or will act. For instance, if we say "I 
have faith in God" we are saying "I know that God exists and that He will do what He says He will 
do".

The Hebrew word for faith is ····· (emunah - Strong's #530) and is an action oriented word 
meaning "support". This is important because the Western concept of faith places the action on 
the one you have faith in, such as "faith in God". But, the Hebrew word ····· places the action on 
the one who "supports God". It is not knowing that God will act, but rather I will do what I can to 
support God. This idea of support for the word emunah can be seen in Exodus 17:12.



But Moses' hands grew weary; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat upon it, and 
Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; so his hands 
were steady (emunah)until the going down of the sun.

It is the support/emunah of Aaron and Hur that held of Moses' arms, not the support/emunah of 
Moses. When we say "I have faith in God", we should be thinking "I will do what I can to support 
God".  From The Biblical Hebrew E-Magazine

Take a moment and read some more examples of emunah (true Faith) in its 
original meaning, and what it looks like in a person's life.

Genesis 6:22 
Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. 
Where would this world be if Noah simply sat around and hoped and believed and prayed, 
but never actually built the ark?

Genesis 12:1
  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee
Where would we be, if Abraham simply believed he could stay in Ur and worship the Creator 
instead of going into the land that the Creator told him to go to?  What if Abraham had not 
practiced emunah?

Exodus 3:4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.
Where would we be if Moshe had stayed in Midian and believed the Creator as His Elohim but 
never answered the call to go and be the prophet of Yahweh to set the children of Israel free?

I could go on and on with examples of heroes of faith who walked in faith by obedience.

Please come with me now to the Renewed Covenant Writings and the brother of Yahshua 
(Jesus) trying to explain and re-teach the meaning of faith to people, who like us, need to get 
back to the true meaning so that we may have life.

James 1:22-25
Become doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
Because if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his 
natural face in a mirror, 
for he looks at himself, and goes away, and immediately forgets what he was like.
But he that looked into the perfect Torah, that of freedom, and continues in it, not becoming a 



hearer that forgets, but a doer of work, this one shall be blessed in his doing of the Torah.

We learn by doing!

You see brothers and sisters, we are called to a life of faith. 
Faith without works is dead. Faith means doing something. That something is not a mystery. It  is 
following the commands of Torah. Yahshua said "if you love me, keep my commands." 

Belief is a step, but faith is the evidence of belief

If you truly have faith you will both believe what He says and do what He says - then your faith 
will be made perfect. 
Faith is a walk of obedience. Obedience comes first from Knowing what to do. Knowing what to 
do comes only from knowing what the Torah says, the teaching and instructions of Yahweh.

James 2:14
My brothers, what use is it for anyone to say he has belief but does not have works? This belief is 
unable to save him. 
And if a brother or sister is naked and in need of daily food, but one of you says to them, "Go in 
peace, be warmed and be filled," but you do not give them the bodily needs, what use is it?
So also belief if it does not have works (faith), is in itself dead.
But someone might say, "You have belief, and I have works." Show me your belief without your 
works, and I shall show you my belief by my works (faith).
But do you wish to know, O foolish man, that the belief without the works (faith) is dead?
Was not Abraham our father declared right by works (faith) when he offered Isaac his son on the 
altar?
Do you see that the belief was working (turned into faith) with his works, and by the works that  
belief was perfected? (counted as righteousness)
And the Scriptures was filled which says, "Abraham believed Elohim, and it was reckoned to him 
for righteousness." And he was called, "Elohim's friend."
You see, then, that a man is declared right by works (righteous by His obedient faith to do what 
Yahweh instructs), and not by belief alone.
In the same way, was not Rahab the whore also declared right by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out another way? 
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so also the belief is dead without works.
(From The Scriptures 1998)

The confusion and misunderstanding comes because the translations we have always had, up 
until recently, have been scriptures that were translated from Greek to English. As a result and in 
this matter specifically, the word faith always has been translated from the Greek word pistes. As 



you recall from earlier in this writing, pistes is a concept or idea, something that is felt and 
contemplated internally. Like a thought.
The word that was actually written all those years ago, was the Hebrew word emunah. A word 
that was inextricably tied to some action that was done or being done. This action was the 
following of the Word, Torah, Yahshua of Yahweh.

Emunah is a glowing fire in the heart, not an intellectual confession of doctrine; it is
caught, not taught; it is a work of the Ruach HaQodesh. From the Glossary of Hebraic Terms

I would like to share with you what James chapter 2 would teach us when translated from 
Hebrew/Aramaic.  From the Restoration Scriptures True Name Edition with some of my own 
Translation to help those who have not read much Hebrew. I have replaced mitzvoth with 
obedience to the commandments of Torah.

James 2:14
What does it profit, my Israelite brothers, if a man says he has faith, and has not  obeyed the 
commandments of Torah? Can faith save him?
If a brother, or sister is naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, Depart 
in peace, may you be warm and filled; but you give them not those things that are needful to 
the body; what use is it?
Even so faith, if it has not obeyed the commandments of Torah, is dead, being alone.
Yes, a man say, You have faith, and I am obedient to the commandments, show me your faith 
without your obedience, and I will show you my faith by my obedience.
But will you know, O vain man, that faith without obedience to Torah is dead?

In closing, I urge you to think on the things that have been shared in this article. The next time 
you are reading your scriptures and you come across the word Faith - you now know what it 
really means. 
It means walking in obedience to Yahweh, His commandments, His Way, His Spirit, His 
teachings. I urge you to DO FAITH. Faith begins with belief, and then that belief grows up, 
matures, learns, and becomes Faith, true faith.
Having belief only does not serve the Creator of the Universe. Some of our brothers and sisters 
will go to church, sing in the choir, sit on the front row, rededicate their lives over and over, and 
be 'good' people all of their lives. These things are commendable.  But it is through faith 
(emunah)-living out a life in obedience to Torah and actually doing what we are asked to do that 
will bring joy and eternal rewards with our Yahshua. 

May Yahweh bless you all with what has been written here. 


